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| 350,000 SOLDIERS DRIVE THIS CAR.
AND THERE’S ROOM FOR MORE.
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Get behind the No. 16 car driven by Greg Biffle— it was built through
teamwork and fueled by pride. For over 367 years, the Guard has answered
the call to protect our country and community. If you're ready to answer the
call and join an elite fighting force—in the Army National Guard, YOU CAN.

YOU CAN
1-800-G0O-GUARD » www.1-800~-GO-GUARD.com

SUBWAY is a registered trademark of Doctor's Associates Inc. National Guard used by permission of the National Guard Bureau. Roush Racing and
Greg Biffle's name and/or likeness used by authority of Roush Racing, Livonia, Michigan.
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AT TIMES LIKE THIS IT’S GOOD TO KNOW THERE’S
A STRONG NATIONAL GUARD IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Natural disasters do more than make headlines. They affect the lives of
millions of Americans every year. And so does the National Guard. Whether
it’s a wildfire, tornado, hurricane or earthquake, the Guard is there. Always has
been. And with the support of dedicated Americans, the Guard will always be
the force America’s communities count on.

Can your community count on you to keep the Guard strong? Visit our
web site today or call us. VWe'll give you lots of reasons why
you should become a Citizen-Soldier-.

Learn more about the National Guard. Visit us at m

www. 1-800-GO-GUARD.com * 1-800-GO-GUARD
YOU CAM
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LETTER FROM LLEADERSHIP CSM GIPE

Fellow Soldiers,

et me begin by offering to all of you my profound gratitude
and respect for the professionalism, courage, commitment
and selfless service you have shown this past year. FYO5
was a year in which the ARNG performed at a historic and
unprecedented pace. The ARNG provided 56% of the combat power
to the War on Terror, with eight of the fifteen Brigade Combat Teams
(BCTs) coming from our ranks, along with their associated Combat
Support (CS) and Combat Service Support (CSS) units. This came at
a critical time in Iraq, when that nation held its first free elections
in decades, along with drafting a constitution. The Guard continues
to carry the load in Afghanistan as well. The 53rd BCT has taken
over the mission of training the Afghan National Army from the 76th
BCT, which did a spectacular job. The Guard is also providing a large
number of the Combat Arms (CA), CS and CSS capabilities for the
continued fight against terrorism in that country as well.
On top of that, the Guard responded to the greatest natural
disaster on American soil in 100 years. In seven days 50,000
Guard Soldiers and Airmen, from all fifty-four states and territories
had descended upon the hurricane ravaged areas of Mississippi,
Louisiana, Alabama and Florida. They had no sooner begun making
great progress when they had to shift on the fly and respond to CSM John D Gipe
Hurricane Rita. All of this occurred and yet the ARNG still had
the majority of its manpower available for Homeland Defense and
state missions. The ARNG is ready, reliable and relevant, thanks to
the hard work and dedication to the ideals of this country by great

Soldiers like you. put into place over 50 years ago. The Guard of today is not even

| wanted to take this opportunity to talk a little about the future of the Guard of five, much less fifty years ago. While this system has
the enlisted and NCO Corps within the Guard and what you can do to worked well in peacetime, it doesn’t work well during a time of mobi-
prepare yourself for that future. The ARNG will continue to transform. lization with constant crossleveling, not only unit to unit, but state to
The biggest changes will be in the type of force structure we have state. The 42nd IN Division has over half of the fifty-four states and
and the dispersal of those units. territories represented under its command. So the command must

The Brigade Combat Teams will be the units that will provide work through at least twenty-seven different promotion authorities
the Combat Power. We to promote Soldiers! The

will move from fifteen Yt is a privilege and an honoyr to stand State CSMs, through
Enhanced Brigades my Advisory Council,

to thirty-four Brigade beSIde eaCh and every one °f vou i are working to have this
Combat teams. These system in place by the
units will be smaller, quicker, and more lethal than the conventional FYO7 promotion cycle. That may seem like a long time, but | want to
Enhanced Brigades. The CS and CSS units will change as well, as make sure that the system that is put in place is the best, simplest
the MP and Transportation fields, along with Intelligence and a few and easiest to understand system we can provide.
others, will grow. Others, such as Field Artillery will shrink. The | am often asked, “What can | do to get promoted?” or “How do
BCTs will train on a six-year cycle, with years four—five being years of | become a CSM?” My answer is simply this: if you follow the basic
increased intensity in training. Year 6 will be the year that the unit tenets of being an NCO, the backbone of the greatest military force
will be available for deployment. This is not a guaranteed deploy- the world has ever known, you will be successful. They are: 1) always
ment, it means that the unit will be at the highest state of readiness. place the mission first, and 2) take care of your Soldiers and their
CS and CSS units, along with FA, Aviation and Engineers, will be families. In other words—selfless service. You can go a step further
trained and ready based on the missions the BCTs receive and how by doing the things the Army teaches you from the very first day of
the combatant commander deems they need to be supported. Basic Combat Training—live the Army Values and live by the Soldier’s
Okay, how does this affect you, the Soldier? First, you may have Creed. Loyalty, Duty, Respect, Selfless Service, Honor, Integrity
to reclassify to another MOS, which is nothing new to the Guard. and Personal Courage are values you must epitomize every day. Be
What may be different, however, is that the structure of your units, prepared personally as the Soldier’'s Creed dictates—be “disciplined,
especially the BCTs, may be spread out over several states. For most, physically and mentally tough, trained and proficient in my Warrior
this won't make any difference, but for some low density MOSs tasks and drills.” Live by these seven values and the Soldier’s Creed.
and some Senior NCO positions, this will offer a chance for you to Think about what they say—what it means to you to be a Soldier
compete for promotion in another state! That is why it is critical, and and to serve your country—to be part of a team and a member of
my number one priority, to ensure that the enlisted promotion regula- the Armed Forces of the greatest country on earth. Do these things
tion is simple, easy to understand and transparent if you cross state and you will be successful. God bless you, your families and this
lines. NGB only writes the policy and regulations—the states must nation—it is a privilege and an honor to stand beside each and every
implement them. The Adjutants General of each state control the one of you—Citizens, Soldiers, Warriors, Patriots. Hooah!!!
promotions within their states. The current system is a good system, .
but it is hard to understand. Many of the regulations and laws were CSM John D Glpe
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LETTER FROM THE GX TEAM

A Sincere Honor

2005 brought the Army National Guard to the center ring of atten-
tion, thrust into the spotlight by the gale force winds of an intense
hurricane season, heavy deployments in OEF, OIF and operations

worldwide. Yet, the Guard matched the destruction of the

hurricanes with equally strong relief efforts, while simultaneously

hunting insurgents, reconstructing the Middle East, enabling a
peaceful election in Afghanistan, and securing the creation of
a new lragi government and constitution - to name a few.

And after accomplishing all this, many of our Soldiers

say they’re not done. Hundreds have re-enlisted in combat
theater. Hundreds, who have witnessed firsthand the good work
our American Military is doing, have rededicated their lives to
our country.

ON THE COVER

Stockings are hung
by the chimney with
care, which means it’s
time again to gather
with friends and fam-
ily in celebration of
the season. During
this time, though,

let us also celebrate
those brave men and
women who work so
hard to provide us
with the freedom to
sit comfortably by the
fireplace in the com-
pany of loved ones.

Yet, as we enter the holiday season, things can turn bittersweet.
Many of our readers and members of our own staff are missing
loved ones deployed in service. At the same time, many are
reuniting with their Soldiers after lengthy separations, like the
mighty 278th out of Tennessee, just in time for the holidays.

America and the Guard have been through a lot in 2005. And
there’s a lot to be thankful for. Amid our appreciation for the broad
successes, let's not forget the everyday, “small town” stories some-
times missed under the big headlines. In this time of Thanksgiving,
we at GX are additionally thankful for Soldiers like SSG Michael
Lindsey (TXARNG), who earlier this year rallied support for a local
girl with cardio myopathy. SSG Lindsey went above and beyond,
ultimately facilitating a heart transplant for 16-year-old Kendra. We
are thankful for soldiers like SPC Richard Cabeceiras (MVAARNG),
who, as he was driving down a Massachusetts highway this past
summer, came upon a terrible car crash. SPC Cabeceiras kicked
his training into high gear and saved the lives of everyone involved.
We are thankful for the strength of the Guard family as represented
by Cheryl Berardo, a Tennessee Guard wife who got up every
morning and kept those home fires burning, enduring her husband’s deployment, which
ran almost two years. Cheryl triumphed in her role as a Family Readiness leader, tirelessly
organizing events. She has spent countless hours supporting others while still being there
for her own children. Cheryl’s bravery and strength serves as remarkable example and
inspiration for all Americans. Likewise, we

are eternally thankful for every one of those kids who, in the face of antagonizing media
and the terrorist agenda, walked into a Guard recruitment office this year, and dedicated
their lives to protecting Freedom.

Photo by Gettylmages/Photodisc

In this issue of GX, we feature women in the Guard and their remarkable service.

No amount of text is enough to say ‘thank you’ to these Soldiers. Thousands of stories
go untold. However, here you will hopefully find a few that capture sentiments of all.
These women are our wives, our daughters, sisters, mothers, and even grandmothers
safeguarding our homeland with an intense dedication and duty performance second
to none.

And as we move forward into 2006, let’s keep in our hearts those that have fallen,
enabling us a new year of Freedom.

It has been a sincere honor to record the 369th chapter of Guard history and we're
looking forward to the 370th. May God bless America, the fine Soldiers of the Army

National Guard and all our Guard families.

The GX Team
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RANTS & RAVES

It is the time of year when, traditionally,
loved ones come together to bask in the
warmth of the holidays; a time to reapply the
generosity that seems to get lost throughout
the year amid our busy schedules and grueling
deadlines. At Christmas, we are able to get
away from our professional lives and focus on
the importance of family and loved ones. At
my home, Christmas means the joy of deco-
rating the Christmas tree, hearing the squeals
of delight on Christmas morning when Delaney
and Emma see what Santa has brought, and
this year we will have 6-month-old Ava’s first
Christmas. But for those who so generously
serve in the U.S. Army, Navy, Marines, Air
Force and National Guard, there is no break
from reality and responsibilities.

My heart goes out to each and every one of
the U.S. soldiers who will spend the holidays
away from their loved ones. For the mothers
and wives serving, | give a special salute. As a
mother of three, | realize this time of the year
must be particularly difficult on those who are
away from their children. In an ideal world,

RANTS AND RAVES

we would all be at home with our families
during the holidays.

| would like to personally commend and
thank you on your dedication and commit-
ment to our country. | believe my feelings of
gratitude speak for all Americans.

Happy holidays and God bless you all.

Martina McBride

A'WORD OF THANKS

This is just a note of thanks to all the young
men and women of the National Guard who
came to Louisiana to help in the aftermath of
Katrina. They are a credit to our Country!!!

These troops served long hours, in extreme
heat and humidity, with a cheerfulness that
was unbelievable. Their friendliness, compas-
sion and dedication was greatly appreciated by
me and my family as we sat in line after line
for relief and services.

| tried to thank each and every one of
them that | came in contact with, but | don’t
feel that was enough. As a whole, they are
to be commended, and | hope there is a way
they will all be notified that their work here in
Louisiana was greatly appreciated.

Thank you, from the bottom of our hearts!!!!

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Glover

PROUD GUARD MOM-TO-BE

| am a Guard Mom-to-Be. My oldest
daughter has committed to signing with the
Texas Army National Gaurd in December,

as soon as she turns 17. | am so very, very
proud of her, and want everyone to know it! |
also want to give thanks and a big “HOOAH!”
to SGT Roland Hall, our local recruiter. His
passion and enthusiasm for the Guard and for
my daughter’s future as an American Soldier
have been and continue to be incredible,
encouraging and inspirational.

| have devoured Volume 2 Issue 2 of your
magazine, and look forward to many more
as the proud mother of an American Soldier.
Thank you for all the information, and for the
chance to read about Guard members and
their heroic service. It increases my pride in
my daughter’s life choice, and gives me the
opportunity to have glimpses of the ways in
which she will be able to serve her country
and help others around the world.

Jess, | love you, and I'm so proud | could
burst! GO GUARD!

Angella Hardin
Stephenville, TX

Thank you for writing us and for your
service as a proud Guard mother. The
importance of support from a Soldier’s family
cannot be understated. Our role is minor

compared with yours. We deeply appreciate
your kind words and feel honored to have you
among our readership.

AWARD TO HONOR WIFE

| was informed by another soldier that there
is an award that can be given to your spouse
by the US Government. He found it in your
magazine and | am now trying to find it. |
don’t have much time at a computer, but |
would like to know more about this award and
how | would go about awarding my wife for the
support | have recieved from her.

Thank you and God bless,

SPC Jason Goodijohn

The program you are looking for is called
“Home Front Heroes”, which you can find at
http://www.virtualarmory.com. You will need a
Virtual Armory login and then you can order
an HFH package for your spouse. If you don’t
have a Virtual Armory login, you can easily get
one from the home page. Best of luck and let
us know if we can help any further.
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GX ’N , EL NEWS AND EVENTS IN THE GUARD EXPERIENCE

PFC EARNS 48TH BCT
1ST COMBAT AWARDS SINCE WWII

By SPC Tracy J. Smith
48th Brigade Combat Team PAD
Courtesy of DVIDS

Georgia Army National Guard unit
A deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom

3 recently received its first combat
awards since World War 1.

The ceremony was filled with mixed
emotions for the 48th Brigade Combat Team
Soldiers as they gathered in the same location
where they had previously held memorial
services for fallen Soldiers from the unit.

Soldiers were awarded the Bronze Star,
Purple Heart, Army Commendation Medal and
the Combat Infantryman Badge,

“Many of our Soldiers are not here with
us,” said LTC Steve McCorkle, commander
of 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment,
48th BCT, 3rd Infantry Division. “We honor
their memory today and will continue to have
ceremonies like this so that we continue to
award our soldiers who fight so bravely on
the battlefield.”

GX VOL2ISSUE6 O10

One Soldier, PFC Justin Hair, A Company,
1st Battalion, 121st Inf. Reg., made Georgia
Army National Guard history by receiving three
of the awards recognizing him as the first
48th BCT Soldier in 60 years to engage and
eliminate the enemy in combat.

PFC Hair thwarted the deadly attempts
of a suicide bomber to penetrate a security
checkpoint with a vehicle-borne improvised
explosive device on June 13, 2005.

“PFC Hair engaged and killed the enemy
before he actually detonated the device,”
explained Battalion CSM Cheyenne Fields of
Albany, GA. “He was, unfortunately, injured in
that attack and is receiving the Purple Heart
as a result.”

PFC Hair remains humble and does not
speak of his actions. However, Fields and the
battalion commander know the importance of
recognizing Soldiers, when a job is done well.

“Although we could have easily given
these awards to him at the company level, we
wanted everyone to know that this one private,
applying his basic soldiering skills, saved

many of my Soldiers’ lives. He deserves to be
rewarded and honored for that.”

At least one of the Combat Infantryman
Badges was given to a 48th BCT Soldier who
had decades of experience under his belt.

Decorated with his second CIB, SGT Leroy
Kirkpatrick, a Bradley gunner, knew this day
would come.

“I walk among men
who have faced
their strongest
fears and won.”

- Chaplain (1LT) Jonathan Fisher,
2nd Bn., 121st Inf. Regt.

“Being in combat arms, things happen,”
said SGT Kirkpatrick, of Lawrenceville, GA.

“l knew even before we got boots on the
ground that | would get a second award.”

A veteran of the Vietnam War, SGT
Kirkpatrick is able to share his experience
with his fellow Soldiers. “I've got a few
tricks up my sleeve. | believe in getting the
job done.”

The occasion was perhaps best summed up
by Chaplain (1LT) Jonathan Fisher, 2nd Bn.,
121st Inf. Regt., in his opening remarks at
the ceremony: “Courage takes many forms. |
think there is no greater courage than to see
Soldiers who know the dangers, who know
what is under the road and yet go out anyway.
You face it and you overcome it. | walk among
men who have faced their strongest fears
and won.” G

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST GUARD NEWS.
WWW.GXONLINE.COM
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SUBSCRIBE TO THE GX INTEL E-NEWSLETTER
AND RECEIVE TOP STORIES EVERY TWO WEEKS
IN YOUR EMAIL INBOX.
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GOLD STAR FAMILIES

LEAD RALLY TO SUPPORT TROOPS

By Petty Officer 3rd Class John R. Guardiano, USN, American Forces Press Service

ed by scores of Gold Star family
Lmembers from throughout the United

States, several hundred Americans
today rallied on the National Mall in
Washington, DC on Sept. 25th to support
U.S. troops fighting in Irag and Afghanistan.

Their message was simple: “We support our

troops,” said rally organizer Kristinn Taylor.
“We love them and we support their mission.”

“We support our
troops. We love them
and we support
their mission.”
—Kristinn Taylor, rally organizer

“We know that what they are doing is just
and noble,” she added. “We remember what
happened on Sept. 11. We know that it's
because of the sacrifices that they are making
day in and day out, night and day, that we
have not had another terrorist attack on our
soil.”

“How could you not be here?” asked Ann
Baish of McLean, VA, as she fought back
tears. “They’re our troops. And we need to
stand by them and let them know over there
how much we do support them... There are
just so many Americans that are proud of our
troops,” she explained, “and we just came out
because we want them to know it.”

asove: Students, who traveled from Staunton,
VA to DC on Sept. 25, show their support for
the troops and a banner they signed that
will be sent to troops deployed in Iraq and

Afghanistan.
Photo by William Moss

TROOP SUPPORT

L
ABOVE: A student at the Baghdad Airport
Primary School in Baghdad, Iraq, tries on a

Soldier’s headgear during a visit by HIARNG
and AKARNG Soldiers. Multinational Corps-Iraq photo

GUARD DELIVERS

DONATED SCHOOL SUPPLIES

In fact, rally participants were united
in their belief that the media give too
much attention to critics of the war, while
deliberately downplaying the deep reservoir
of public support that U.S. troops—and their
mission—actually enjoy.

“Overall, Americans support our troops no
matter what,” said John Wroblewski, whose
son, Marine Corps LT John Thomas Wroblewski,
died in Ramadi, Iraq, April 6, 2004.

Yet, according to Debby Argel Bastion,
“the news seems to, for some reason or other,
sensationalize, | think, the very few people
who really don’t have an understanding of
what’s going on over there, and who oppose
what we're doing” in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Gold Star family members said that older,
more experience service members are unfazed
by the negative media coverage of Irag and
Afghanistan. “They're professionals, and they
stay focused on the mission,” Wroblewski
explained. But according to Bastion, “for the
younger troops that are over there and maybe
struggling a little bit—maybe it’s their first
time over there. They need to know they have
our support” G

By Chawntain Sloan, USAF
Multinational Corps-Irag

bout 300 children at Baghdad Airport
A Primary School started the new school

year off right on Sept. 11, 2005 thanks to
Multinational Corps-Iraq soldiers at Camp Victory.

Soldiers from Company A and Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 2nd Battalion, 299th
Infantry Regiment, HIARNG; and Alpha Company,
3rd Battalion, 297th Infantry Regiment, AKARNG,
teamed up to provide the first through seventh
grade children with school supplies like pens,
pencils, paper and crayons.

Each child received their own personal care
package courtesy of Operation Iraqi Children, a
stateside nonprofit organization cofounded by
actor Gary Sinise and author Laura Hillenbrand.

Operation Iraqi Children serves as a liaison,
helping soldiers provide Iraqi schools in need
with school supply kits compiled by children,
church groups and other organizations in the
United States.

Soldiers provide ongoing support not just to
the school but to the village, said U.S. Army SFC
Thomas Odoardi, Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 2nd Battalion, 299th Infantry Regiment
civil affairs noncommissioned officer.

“We have developed a strong relationship with
this village,” said SFC Odoardi. “Our units patrol
the village, and the civil affairs section has meet-
ings with the mayor on a regular basis, so we have
come to know a lot of the 2,800 residents by name.
They recognize our soldiers as well.”

The soldiers are currently assisting the village
in building a day care center, remodeling the junior
high school, upgrading electrical and water lines
and installing a new perimeter security fence. G3€
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Addressing the servicemembers attending
and participating in the ceremonies, GEN
Pace called upon them to continue the work
done by those who went before them.

“Generations and generations of American
fighting servicemen and women have
sacrificed and died that we might have the

GEN PACE
STEPS UP

AS NEW CHAIRMAN

‘“We have a lot

of work to do.”

-GEN Peter Pace,new Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

EN Pace became the first Marine
to serve as chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff during an Armed

Forces “hail ceremony” September 30th. He
succeeds Air Force GEN Richard B. Myers,
who swore him into office.

“We have a lot of work to do,” GEN Pace
said. “This moment in history is one where
we have an enemy whose stated public intent
is to destroy our way of life; 2.4 million
American men and women in uniform say,
‘Not on our watch.”

freedoms we enjoy today,” he said. “And it
is now our moment in history—you and | in
uniform—to protect those freedoms for our
children and our grandchildren; and protect
them, we will.”

GEN Pace thanked President Bush for
his confidence in him and for his steadfast
leadership and unwavering support of men and
women in uniform. “Every single one of us in
uniform knows that you are leading us and
know that you are supporting us at the same
time, and it makes a huge difference to each
and every one of us,” GEN Pace said.

OEF VET LAUNCHES SITE SHOWCASING

OLDIER
PHOTOGRAPHY

By Keith Kawasaki

peration Enduring Freedom Veteran
o SPC Jean-Paul Borda (A Company,
3/116th VAARNG) has launched a
new website, entitled Soldierfoto, which show-
cases the photography of American Soldiers.
Soldierfoto illustrates the life of our soldiers
through the eyes of our soldiers, and if a
picture is worth a thousand words, Soldierfoto
is writing novels daily. The site features
brilliantly colored portraits of Afghan children,
American Soldiers at war, and touching shots
of native Afghan citizens-turned-soldiers
reclaiming freedom for their people.
Soldierfoto offers the opportunity for all
members of the American military to submit

their work for display in the online gallery.
These select photos are made available for
personal and commercial purchase through
the reseller program. Gallery owners are
encouraged to contact Soldierfoto to show
featured photography. Soldierfoto’s premiere
gallery took place in November at the Van
Ditthavong Gallery in Dallas, TX.

SPC Borda developed Soldierfoto while
seeking an outlet for his own photography
during his 12-month deployment in
Afghanistan. SPC Borda joined the Army
National Guard shortly after September 11,
2001 and was quickly deployed overseas.
During his deployment, SPC Borda was
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nsove: GEN Peter Pace addresses the crowd
at the Armed Forces Farewell Tribute and

Armed Forces Hail ceremony at Fort Myer,
VA, Sept. 3[], 2005. pod photo by Mamie Mae Burke.

President Bush called GEN Pace a
brilliant thinker and an inspiring leader.
“His life is the story of the American dream
.. Pete Pace has impressed those around
him with his bravery, his knowledge and his
devotion to duty.”

< FOTO

awarded the Combat Infantry Badge.

Look for Soldierfoto to only expand in what
it offers, as SPC Borda is a man of great
ambition. G3€

www.soldierfoto.com

Photo by SPC Jean-Paul Borda
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SPIRIT F ER|CI-\ TOUR
ROCKS LACKLAND AFB

DIERKS BENTLEY AND CROSS CANADIAN RAGWEED
PLAY FREE SHOW FOR MILITARY AND MILITARY FAMILIES

Story and photos by Keith Kawasaki
their families put aside the stress

o of deployments, hurricanes, and

everyday aggravation in exchange for a full

ver 6,000 servicemembers and | Thinking?” and the slick, driving rhythm
of “Lot Of Leaving Left To Do.” An intense
mixture of Merle Haggard’s “Working Man”

ethic and George Strait’s gilded country

night of music courtesy of the Spirit of
America Tour, a non-profit military entertain-
ment initiative lauded by Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld.

Never failing to deliver the heavyweights,
the Tour brought country musician Dierks
Bentley and southern rockers Cross Canadian
Ragweed to Lackland Air Force Base, outside
of San Antonio, TX on September 29th.

Dierks Bentley is the Grand Ole Opry’s
newest member (inducted in the beginning
of October) and has earned his place in the
Opry’'s company with hits like “What Was

GX VOL2ISSUE6 O1-

quality, Bentley’s music comes across genuine
and bold—Ilike a modern-day Waylon Jennings.

Cross Canadian Ragweed, a Texas favorite,
just rocks. Their energy is like some desert
thunder. Their music is dark, loose, and
unpredictable. You want to bang your head
one minute and kick back with a cold one the
next. Often jumping genres of country and
rock, the band describes their sound simply
as “American music.”

After arriving around midday, the bands
mixed with the young Airmen setting up the
stage, never hesitating to shake a hand or

LACKLAND AFB

LEFT: Country artist Dierks Bentley greets the
crowd while performing at Lackland AFB, TX
on Sept. 29.

have a conversation. This kind of open-door
interaction is one of the things that makes the
Spirit of America Tour so remarkable. And the
artists on the Tour are not the stand-offish,
bodyguard types either. They know why they
are there and who they are there for. They
want to shake a Soldier’s hand just as much
as the Soldier wants to shake their’s. This
night in Lackland was no different. The
Airmen setting up had just finished boot camp
and they radiated an excitement that would
fuel the entire night.

Robert Rosenthal and Cathy Gurley (Spirit
of America Tour’s founder and national
liaison, respectively) were on-site, overseeing
the product of their patriotic ambition. You
could see their own excitement grow with that
of the troops.

Rosenthal, a first lieutenant (retired) with
the New York National Guard 101st Signal

“You’ve got
to support
the troops.

No matter what.”

-Cody Canada,
Cross Canadia_n Ragweed

ABOVE: Cross Canadian Ragweed perform at
Lackland AFB, TX on Sept. 29.
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Battalion, formed the Spirit of America

Tour after retiring from a successful career

in entertainment law in California. He and
Gurley, a prominent public relations persona
in the country music industry, have put on
over 60 of these free, volunteer-driven shows
since the initiative began in 2002. One of the
unique aspects of the Spirit of America Tour
is that not only are servicemembers from every
branch of the military invited, their families
are invited, too. In fact, anyone with a military
I.D. is welcome and all shows are free of
charge.

After soundcheck, the bands were treated
to dinner at the mess hall where they ate
with the troops, signed autographs, and said
“thank you” face-to-face for the sacrifice of
military service.

“The reason | thank the military is | really
do think about those guys a lot and appreciate
what the military does; not just people that
are serving overseas in combat situations right
now, but just in general, people back here who
sacrifice their time,” stated Dierks Bentley in
a recent GX interview. “The risk that you're
putting yourself into joining the military, it's
something that all of us ... should be very
thankful for.”

Seven o'clock was showtime and you could
feel an enormous energy erupt from the crowd.
These were no longer military servicemembers,
organized and reserved. They were kids,
enjoying one heck of a concert. The light in
their eyes could’ve knocked you out. And
deeper in the crowd, up on the field, babies
danced in circles and moms and dads leaned
back in lawn chairs, without a worry in their
heads, under a warm Texas night.

“| am still amazed at how much the troops
enjoy our shows,” says Rosenthal. “It makes it
all worthwhile.”

Check out where the Spirit of America Tour
is headed next at:

www.spiritofamericatour.org

Check out Dierks Bentley online at:
www.dierks.com

Check out Cross Canadian Ragweed

online at:
www.crosscanadianragweed.com

LACKLAND AFB

“It makes an impact on those guys
and it makes an impact on us,” added
Bentley. “You know... you go away from
the gate thinking how you have a lot
of respect for those guys, a lot of love
for them. And also really thankful that
they're doing that stuff. So kind of, in
a way, you feel guilty that you're not.”

Cross Canadian Ragweed closed
the show, putting their all into an
electrifying set. This band never
misses an opportunity to play for
servicemembers. Every year in January,
they play the Air Force Academy in
Colorado and pepper in as many shows around
the country for military as they can. In fact,
they don’t even refer to it as “playing.” For

ABOVE: (I-r) Commander of the 37th
Training Wing Lackland Air Force Base, TX,

Cross Canadian Ragweed, performing for the COL Mary Kay Hertog with country artist
military is “service.” Dierks Bentley as he is presented with the
“It's mandatory,” frontman Cody Canada Spirit of America Tour commemorative

told GX in an October interview. coin - a recognition given by the Tour’s
“That's what our service is; you know founder Robert Rosenthal, in appreciation
what | mean?” said Canada. “I know that of artist participation.

it's not anywhere near what they do. But
if we can provide our service to somebody,
especially people who are keeping us free,
why not do it?” G2€

“It makes an impact on
those guys and it makes
an impact on us.”

- Dierks Bentley, referring to performing for military audiences

GX VOL2ISSUES OIS
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VETERANS
IN NEED

GIVE BACK TO THOSE WHO
SACRIFICED SO MUCH

By Andrew Nixon
ntended as a peaceful place for elderly
I veterans to live out their retirement
years, the Armed Forces Retirement
Home (AFRH) was anything but, once
Hurricane Katrina ripped through Gulfport,
MS. The residents and staff were safely
evacuated, but had absolutely nothing to come
home to as the entire facility was decimated.
The more than 400 evacuees were instead
transported to the only other AFRH facility,
located in Washington, D.C., where they are
trying to make a new home for themselves. As
one would imagine, this is an extremely diffi-
cult task, especially since the average age of
these new residents is 79. But, even more so,
because the AFRH in D.C. had not anticipated
providing for these unexpected guests, most
of whom lost everything they had. Even after
weathering the storms of world wars, some of
these veterans were left by Katrina with only
the clothes on their backs.
You can help make this situation more
bearable for the victims by helping the
AFRH provide for the care and well-being
of these honorable men and women. They
need everything from dentures and glasses
to shoes and jackets, and it is only through
the generous support of GX readers and other
fellow Americans that these necessities can
be provided. G3€

For more information, email:

melodie.menke@afrh.gov

or call:

202.730.3410
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NDARNG TO THE RESCUE

NDARNG RESPONDS TO SNOW STORM

By Keith Kawasaki
Information courtesy of 2LT Dan Murphy,

NDARNG Public Affairs
o Dakota was slammed by the earliest
snowstorm in state history, accumu-

lating an average of 12 - 18", and reaching
extremes of two feet. Just three days earlier,
the temperature was 96 degrees.

Hundreds of travelers were caught off guard
on the highways stretching the 90 miles
from Dickinson to Bismarck throughout the
afternoon and evening of October 5th.

Fortunately, as soon as the weather service
predicted the snow early in the day, Governor
John Hoeven was on the phone requesting
North Dakota National Guard assistance.

n October 5th, western North

® One 44-passenger bus

e Three 20-ton trailers with bulldozers

* One 5-ton wrecker

* Two 2.5-ton trucks

e One HEMTT (Heavy Expanded Mobility
Tactical Truck, an 8-wheel high clear-
ance vehicle instrumental in navigating
difficult terrain)

Ten North Dakota Guard Soldiers were
activated to clear roads and assist highway
patrol and North Dakota Department of
Transportation units. As the Soldiers cleared
roads with bulldozers, they loaded stranded
travelers onto buses headed to storm shelters.
There were zero injuries and zero casualties

T0P RIGHT: SPC Ashley Tabor, Company A
164 EN BN, NDARNG, helps clear fallen
trees. BotTom RIGHT: Members of Company A
164 Engineer Battalion, NDARNG, clean up
after nearly 24" of snow fell in Dickinson,
ND. Photos by SFC Brian Schmoker, NDARNG

reported during the storm, no doubt thanks
to the quick response of Gov. Hoeven and the
North Dakota National Guard.

On October 6th, 15 Soldiers were mobilized
in Dickinson to clear trees and assist in
restoring power to the area. It is reported that
50 - 70% of western North Dakota’s trees are
damaged from the storm.

1LT Donavan Blazek, North Dakota National
Guard Engineer Brigade Assistant S-3,
headed up the relief mission and summarized
the Guard’s strategy. “Our first priority was
to clear emergency evacuation routes and
immediate streets surrounding hospitals.

The second priority, to clear drainage ditches
of fallen trees [to prevent floodingl.”

“North Dakota National Guard response to
the severe storm that fell on western North
Dakota is not only indicative of the commit-
ment of our Citizen-Soldiers and Airmen,” said
LTC Giselle Wilz, “but also our organization’s
ability to respond here at home while simulta-
neously supporting our federal mission.” G




YOU CAN

become a
Ieader in the
Army-7+
"National Guard
' ’ - o

It all starts with a path to follow with many choices along

=
the way. The best path just might be a leadership role as a T
commissioned officer in the Army National Guard. YOU CAN mn

lead the way to your future. The nght direction is here!
YOU CAN

www. 1-800-GO-GUARD. com



GX INTEL

AR |
W }

2-116TH SPC REFLECTS ON

486-DAY DEPLOYMENT

By SPC Chris Chesak, B Co., Task Force 2-116 Armor

he day we should fly out of Iraq,
T this unit will have been deployed,

including training time, for 486 days.
Of that total, 333 days were spent in theater.

By my own count, our platoon completed
almost 400 patrols during that time and about
another 200 ‘logistical package’ missions to
the local airbase. Driving in Humvees, a total
of almost 18,000 miles of highways, roads,
and alleys were patrolled by this platoon.

If each mission was four hours long, that
would be 1,480 hours spent on patrol (but
of course, the total number of hours spent
actually working, including the logistical
package missions, cleaning weapons, sitting
in meetings, maintaining our Humvees, and
preparing for patrols, is incalculable).

In between those missions, we also pulled
828 hours of guard duty, or the equivalent
of 34.5 entire 24-hour days spent in guard
towers and monitoring radios.

| also estimate that my squad alone handed
out at least 300 toys and nearly 130 pounds
of candy to Iraqgi children.

The actual work was nothing to the burden
of being so long and so far from our loved
ones. We have 43 men in our platoon. That
means in the past year and a half, roughly 64
of our own birthday parties were missed, 86
Fourth of July barbeques were one man short,
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and 43 Christmases went without a brother,
son, and/or father.

A former Marine and thus no stranger to
deployments, SPC John Jolley celebrated his
25th birthday manning an observation post
on a Kirkuk rooftop. It was his fifth birthday
while deployed.

Three particularly poor saps, CPL Lyle Wing,
SGT Warren Hurt, and |, missed the birth of
a child. My first child was born last December,
just about one hour before | boarded a
transport plane to fly into Iraq.

One soldier was divorced while on leave
back home. Another, SPC Dereck Birch, was
engaged and a third, SPC Matthew Timmons,
was both engaged and married during his
two-week leave.

While | can lament all that we've missed
back home, | have to also consider what |
gained from this very long, very difficult year.

| have forged new, possibly lifelong friend-
ships. Since finding one true friend is a rare
and wonderful achievement, | consider this
an accomplishment of great value.

| have a greater appreciation for everything
you have at home. There will be a little more
joy in my heart each time | flick a light switch
and the light instantly comes on. And | will
never flush another toilet without respect for

486-DAY DEPLOYMENT

the consistently efficient U.S. plumbing that
comes with it.

After witnessing two monumental elections
here and the way the Iraqi people live, | have
newfound respect for freedom. Not only is this
for the capital ‘F’, Four-Freedom kind that we
find in the Bill of Rights, but also the simple
daily freedoms of sitting out at a restaurant
patio sipping a beer or grabbing my keys,
hopping into my car, and driving wherever the
heck | want.

| have even greater respect and love for my
wife. While my situation and living conditions
were much more difficult than hers, it was
she who had to raise a newborn baby virtually
alone, take care of our home, start a new job,
and, worst of all, bear the burden of terrible
fears and incessant worrying that only the
spouse of someone deployed in a combat zone
can understand.

Most monumental of all though, | now
more appreciate life itself. | will place my
family on an even higher pedestal and will
better let them know just how much | love
them. And | will be thankful, each day, when
my alarm clock goes off and | wake up in my
own bed, looking forward to another mere
eight-hour day of mere office work, another
day in the company of my family, another day
that | am home. G2€

Top LEFT: SGT Jeffery Renon, SPC Jeremy
Beans, and SGT Michael Shriver

BeLow: SPC David Wilson keeps watch on
the ground while CPL Christian Litzsinger
mans the turret of a Humvee during one of
their unit’s final patrols of their year-long
deployment. Photos courtesy of Task Force 2-116 Armor
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SSG OFFERS |
PERSPECTIVE

ON AFGHAN
ELECTIONS

By SSG Leslee (Mark) Araujo

Logistics NCO, NEARNG
his past, September 11th at 17:00
hours, we had a formation and

T moment of silence in memory of the

events of four years ago when the first plane
hit in New York City. It was a very moving
time, to say the least. This was accented

by a phenomenon that occurred while were
standing in formation, during that moment of
silence. A strong, cool breeze blew into the
courtyard of Camp Alamo, and the stars and

“If we had not come
here ... the citizens
would still have
no hope.”

— SSG Leslee (Mark) Araujo

stripes came alive, waving proudly over this
ground that was once a Taliban training base.

As | looked across the courtyard at the
Canadian and French formations, and then
at the faces of the Afghan Army officers
who stood silently in formation, my resolve
concerning our mission here was renewed.
There are still so many of my fellow Americans
that do not understand why we are here, and
in Irag. But, we are doing what must be done,
not just for our own interests, but for the
people of these two nations.

The elections here in Afghanistan are in a
few days, and the people are so very excited
to finally have a voice in who will lead their
nation. They are so proud and truly believe
that to vote is an honor and the only way
their nation will ever prosper. The election
posters with the candidates and their slogans
are everywhere! If we had not come here and,
with the assistance of our coalition partners,
removed the Taliban regime, the citizens

would still have no hope. Their future would
be one of oppression, heartache, and poverty,
with little else to look forward to.

Our interpreter, Khalid Dost, is a beacon
of optimism when speaking about what the
elections will mean for his country. | wish all
the cynics that the media give so much air
time to would see and hear this young man
talk about what this chance to vote means
to Afghans. He tells me that the candidates
talk now about the return of prosperity to
this country. Hope for education, good roads,
enough food, and a better life for the children
of this war-torn land is also returning. They
are dreaming again.

Khalid asked if Americans take voting as
seriously as his people here in Afghanistan.
Since so much is at stake, and this chance to
vote came at such a high price to the Afghan
people, it is seen as a truly valuable privilege.
At that moment, maybe for the first time in
any context, | envied the people of this nation.

4 YEARS OF OEF

Four years ago, America launched its
counterattack against terrorism, hammering
terrorist targets in Afghanistan and ushering in
Operation Enduring Freedom and the Global
War On Terror.

Four years later, the coalition in
Afghanistan remains strong, representing a
key front in the overall Global War On Terror.
More than 21,000 members of Combined
Forces Command Afghanistan—more than
17,900 U.S. servicemembers and more than
3,100 troops from 20 allied nations—conduct
full-spectrum operations, from combat to
humanitarian activities, to defeat terrorism
and establish enduring security in the country.

AFGHAN ELECTIONS

10p: An American flag flies at Camp Alamo,
on September 11th. aBove: SSG Mark Araujo
(right) with a soldier in the Afghan National

Army at the Kabul Military Training Center.
Photos courtesy of SSG Mark Araujo

As the people of this war-weary land go to
the polls on September 18, | am reminded of
a famous quote that says, “Tyranny will prevail
if good men do nothing.” God bless you all my
dear friends and God bless America. G2€

For an in-depth look at the last
four years in Afghanistan, visit:

and click on the OEF link
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GUARD OPERATING AT

RAMMING
SPEED
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By COL Randy Pullen
Courtesy of Army News Service

he former commanding general of
T Multi-National Corps-Iraqg gave his

assessment of the difference between
the active and reserve-component Soldiers he
commanded.

“There was no difference,” said LTG
Thomas Metz as he spoke to more than 300
attendees at the Association of the United
States Army’s Guard and Reserve Leadership
Breakfast Oct. 3. “There is no difference.”

The 11l Corps commanding general had
plenty of opportunities to see Army Reserve
and Army National Guard Soldiers in action in
Iraq. About 39 percent of the American forces
in MNC-I during Operation Iragi Freedom
Il were from the reserve components. That
percentage has risen to 43 percent in OIFIII.
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terr: LTG Thomas Metz, former commanding

general of Multi-National Corps-Irag.
Photo courtesy of www.hood.army.mil

LTG Metz used the analogy of an
ancient oar-driven warship to describe

the pace of operations for the Army today
and the lack of difference between the
components.

“We're all at ramming speed,” he said. “If
you look around at the others pulling on the
oars, you can't tell any difference in the guys
on the other oars.”

LTG Metz explained that it would have been
impossible to make up MNC-I without Reserve
and Guard Soldiers and units. “You don't fill
out the joint commands without the reserve
components,” he said.

Besides individual Citizen-Soldiers filling
staff and other positions throughout the corps,
there were also complete Reserve and Guard
brigade-sized units in the corps, as well as
smaller reserve component units that made
up sizable percentages of active component
brigade-sized units.

LTG Metz credited the successes of the
reserve components to their understanding
of the fundamentals. For example, he noted
that the 30th BCT had served in Iraq without
losing a single Soldier to an accident. He

RAMMING SPEED

attributed that to good leaders doing
the right things to ensure safe practices
were followed.

In his closing thoughts, LTG Metz said
that the tough fight that the Army was
now engaged in required that the Army be
revamped. He said that the Army Force
Generation Model was an absolute require-
ment and, although the model would not be
easy for combat support and combat service
support units, there was no other choice but
for the model to be used.

‘“We have to fight
as a team, togethezr,
and we are.”

— LTG Thomas Metz

Having come into the Army in the days of
the draft, LTG Metz said that the all-volunteer
Army was the way to go. He pointed out that
today’s Army remains healthy because of the
number of Soldiers who choose to stay with it.

Finally, he said it was necessary for the
tremendous partnership between the active
Soldier and the Citizen-Soldier to continue.

“We have to fight as a team, together,” LTG
Metz said, “and we are.” G

» EXAMPLES OF SUCCESS IN THE FIELD =

e The 185th Aviation Brigade (the Catfish Brigade)
of the Mississippi Army National Guard was the
first reserve component aviation brigade to
deploy for combat since the Vietnam War.

About one quarter of Fort Hood’s 504th Military
Intelligence Brigade were Citizen-Soldiers.

About half of the two Military Police brigades
were Citizen-Soldiers.

The 197th Field Artillery Brigade of the New
Hampshire Army National Guard served as MPs

in Irag. The brigade’s mission was to secure
everything from Baghdad to the south, to include
the main supply route. The artillerymen also were
given the mission to run the Joint Visitors Bureau,
which meant that the safety of VIPs was entrusted
to them. “They lost two Soldiers performing this
duty,” LTG Metz said, “but no VIPs.”

Ninety percent of the 13th Corps Support

Command was from the reserve components. LTG
Metz said that the 13th COSCOM was running 200
convoys a day to keep the corps supplied with all
it needed, such as the 1,000,000 gallons of diesel

fuel needed daily. “I am extremely proud of the
COSCOM and that 90 percent of reserve compo-
nent Soldiers who made it up.”

The Civil Affairs Soldiers in the MNC-I were
almost entirely from the Army Reserve. Metz said
that the work of Civil Affairs was the road to suc-
cess in Iraq and that the Civil Affairs Soldiers who
worked for him were great.

The Army Reserve’s 420th Engineer Brigade from
Bryan, Texas, was another critical element in the
corps’ make-up. “When the insurgents were drop-
ping bridges, cutting our main supply line,” LTG
Metz said, “the engineers went out and re-built
them, despite being subjected to small arms fire,
rockets and mortars. The 420th did its mission
—day after day.”

Three of the maneuver brigade combat teams
were from the Army National Guard: Washington’s
81st Infantry Brigade, Arkansas’ 39th Infantry
Brigade and North Carolina’s 30th Infantry
Brigade. LTG Metz said that these were tough
outfits that had been assigned tough jobs, which
they had done well.
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